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The Clown

Jamie Daws





Welcome to  
the circus!

C ome in, settle down. Grab some popcorn and 
prepare to be amazed! Here at ‘Daws’s Circus’, we 
pride ourselves on creating a spectacle you and your 
audience will never forget.  

      Here comes ‘Boo!’ He is our finest clown. Recently out 
of the IFIC. (Institute for Insane Clowns) Oh, look! He has 
a bucket! What fun! What’s inside it? Water? Confetti? Oh… 
it appears to be a red sticky substance and there is plenty for 
everyone!  
      Just behind him is ‘Pinnywise!’ Not to be confused with 
his famous and trademark protected brother! He has a red 
balloon… and it’s for you! Look at his smile! He is soo 
happy to give it to you! Don’t pop it though! You never 
know what that crafty little psychopath has put inside it!  
    Ahh, and there’s ‘Zombie!’ He has a smile you really 
won’t forget… and neither will his dentist! Help Zombie 
out! If you see an arm or a leg stuck in his teeth, grab him a



toothpick would you? It doesn’t hurt to be nice… most of 
the time!  
     Whichever clown has decided to find its way into your 
home, I hope he treats you to all the screams you deserve! 
You’ll notice you have received 2 very special cards which 
have been sourced from a greetings card manufacturer! 
They have been treated with a special finish so you’ll notice 
they are extra ‘showbiz!’ You’ll also see you have received an 
insert of which there are two cut outs. One with a 
wonderfully horrendous poem on and one which is blank, 
should you not be English speaking or if my poem is to 
scary for you!  
     Finally, you’ll see I have given you some of my finest red, 
latex balloons! A little disclaimer here friends… I love 
scaring and thrilling clients, family and friends as much as 
the next twisted individual but remember to always scare 
responsibly! ‘Jump scares’ are fun but not when there are 
tears afterwards. Also, loud bangs can hurt sensitive ears, so 
always pop the balloon away from faces and easily damaged 
eardrums. And remember, if you fail in following these 
rules, he is always watching you…





Let the show 
begin!

N ow you have checked out all of your props, we can 
begin! You will notice you have been provided 
with a double sided envelope. This is the key to 
performing the switch needed to execute the 

effect. This is the only part of the prop that may damage 
over time so, should you need another, grab some C5 (A5 
sized) envelopes with the large ‘V’ flap. When making the 
envelopes for ‘The Clown’ I actually used double sided tape 
to join them. Mainly because, you will be putting pressure 
on the bottom envelope and it could cause them to peel 
apart. The tape bonds well and helps disguise two envelopes 
being stuck. Simply place them back to back and either 
tape or glue them. It really is as simple as that!  
      Please be mindful that, the spectator has no 
understanding of double sided envelopes and nor should 
they suspect one. An envelope and a greetings card are 
synonymous with each other and therefore, they normalise



the existence of each other. When they handle the card, 
they are essentially examining the envelope as well. If one is 
normal, why should the other not be? Furthermore, we are 
putting enthuses on the card being the object of interest 
and not the envelope.  
      To synopsise briefly the method you are going to 
execute, you will begin with the card with a clown on 
hidden under the flap, facedown on the bottom side of the 
envelope. By holding the flap over the card, it becomes 
nearly impossible to realise it is under there. Inside the top 
envelope is the card with the clown missing. During 
performance, you introduce the card with the clown 
missing and act surprised. Then, you take out a balloon and 
blow it up, asking the spectator to hold the balloon in one 
hand and the card in the other in preparation for a photo. 
In reality, you have taken the card from them and 
temporarily placed it under the flap of the topmost 
envelope. In the guise of asking for their phone, you turn 
your hand 180 degrees bringing the lowermost card to the 
top. Because of the design of the envelope and card, it 
appears as nothing has happened. Then you take the 
topmost card and direct it into their hand, positioning 
them for the photo. This is of course, the card with a clown 
on the front but they are unaware.  
      You swiftly take the card from them whilst instructing 
them to look after their phone and in the process, undo 
what you just did by rotating your hand 180 degrees and 
bringing the clown-less card back to the top. 



This card has a creepy poem inside which is designed to 
allow for a jump scare in the form of a popping balloon and 
finally, when they look back at their photo, they will 
discover somehow a clown has appeared.  
      By this point, you are so far ahead, all of the props are 
out of the way except the blank card and their phone. 
Meaning, there is no heat and nothing for them to find. 
So, now you have had your crash course, let us break it 
down a little bit more.  
     If you want to include the poem, simply cut around the 
dotted line on the poem sheet and glue it into the card 
using a standard glue stick or double sided tape. 



The break down

T o begin the routine, make sure the card with a 
clown on is tucked below the flap of the bottom 
most envelope. (Image One) This will be secretly 

hidden below the 
double envelope. 
Notice, from the 
front, it is nearly 
i m p o s s i b l e t o 
notice there i s 
something hiding 
under there. Pop 
one of the balloons 
in your pocket as 

well as a pencil, pen or pin, and you are all set to freak 
people out!  
      When you are ready to perform, take out the card, being 
carful not to flash the backside and slide out the top card 

One



from its envelope. You can present this in a number of ways 
but we will discuss that more later. Show there is no clown 
on the front but suggest there should have been. Now, take 
out the balloon from your pocket and blow it up saying 
that it is a gift for the spectator.  
      We are about to get to the only ‘sleight’ in the routine. 
You are going to give them some natural misdirection by 
asking for their phone. At that moment, they would not be 
able to hold the card and balloon. So it is only natural for 
you to hold onto the card for them. Take the card and place 
it under the flap of the envelope so it mirrors that of the 
card on the underside. When it is in position, ask for their 
phone. As they look for it, your hand turns from a palm up 
position (Image Two), to a palm down position (Image 
Three), rotating the envelope 180 degrees. This of course, 

switches your clown card into play. With your other hand, 
take their phone from them and place it onto the table. 
Ask them to first take the balloon. This means one of their 
hands is already occupied and they are less likely to use it to 
reposition or play with the card. Now, take the card from 

Two

Three



from the envelope, being careful not to flash the face of it. 
Ask them to place their hand out and gesture with your 
hand how you would like them to position their hand. In a 
fist, with their thumb on top to grip the card. Place the 
card into their hand but pull their hand forward, away 
from their body as you do it. This ensures they cannot see 
the face of the card. Hold their hand in position until you 
feel them solidify their position and you know they are 
settled and ready for the photo.  
      Remember, at the moment, they should not suspect 
anything suspicious with the card. Hopefully, by now, they 
are a bit disorientated by the whole thing! Now, take the 
picture and immediately place the phone face down in 
front of yourself. Straight away, take the card from them 
and place it back into the flap of the envelope. Instruct 
them to slide their phone in front of them, and make sure 
no one goes near it. This is your second piece of 
misdirection to allow you to turn the envelope back over, 
180 degrees.  
      You are now in the all clear! You can take the envelope 
and place it into a pocket or your case. Just get it… gone! 
From here on in, it is all presentation! Have them read the 
poem inside the card and you’ll notice, the poem allows for 
the word, ‘pop’ to be inserted. But instead of the word, we 
are just going to pop the balloon! You can use anything you 
want. Be it a pen, pencil or needle. If you wear a suit, a pin 
in the lapel of your suit is a safe and unobtrusive place to 
store it. But a sharp tipped ball point pen works just fine.



   The positioning of the balloon isn’t necessarily important 
but you are afforded a couple of options. You could, for 
example, have them hold onto the balloon. The issue here 
is, if it is to close to their face, it could cause damage to 
their ears. Also, if they hold it at its tail, the part which 
holds the knot, then when you come to puncture it, it may 
flop backwards ruining the moment. So if you decided to 
pop it whilst they hold it, make sure it is held away from 
the face and held at the base of the balloon itself.  
      The other option you have is to place it on the table 
behind the card. This means it is temporarily out of view of 
them and you can pop it unexpectedly. This is my preferred 
method but you could also hold the balloon yourself and 
pop it. Whatever works best for you!  
     Finally, have them look back at the photo taken earlier 
to discover the presence of a new, horrific friend!  
     This works particularly well with a group and again, you 
have options. You could get the entire group to pose for the 
picture, making sure someone at the front of the group is 
holding the card. This means when they react, they will all 
react together upon seeing the photo on the phone. Or, you 
could still do it to one individual but allow everyone else to 
be ‘in’ on the trick. When you get the group onside, there 
is a wonderful dynamic in which they swear the clown was 
not on the card and they play along. This makes it even 
more fun and scary! 



A note on 
performance

N ow we have the technical part out of the way, a 
little note on presentation. Those who follow my 
work will be aware that I usually like to tell a tale 
along with the effect. This is a great way to go 

with the clown and as you can see by the ad copy, there is 
the beginnings of a story. A idea of a ‘Clown Killer’ who 
would murder his victims on their birthday. Leaving them 
with a birthday card and a creepy poem. There are many 
narratives you could incorporate here and of course, if you 
have the classic ‘Pennywise’ version of ‘The Clown’ the 
narrative is already partly written for you!  
      However, from the full performance you saw in the 
download, I decided to go for a really unsettling approach. 
My internal dialogue here was, “I’m really excited because I 
found out it is her birthday and I also found out she likes 
clowns! So I got her a birthday card with a clown on and I 
can’t wait to see her face when she opens it. Oh, it isn’t her 



birthday… Oh well! She loves clowns and here is a clown! 
Oh, she hates clowns. Where has the clown gone… This is 
awkward. Never mind! Let’s carry on like nothing weird 
happened! Let’s take a picture to remember this moment” 
      The aim here is to unsettle and somewhat disorientate 
them with my over confident and excitable persona. This 
wildly juxtaposes the idea of a spooky clown not being 
where it should be. From that point, things start to turn 
strange.  
      This is my favourite way of performing it and hopefully 
you can see how my attitude as the giver of this wonderful 
gift and her attitude as the receiver of this horrendous gift, 
shifts. I begin happy but somewhat nervous but with the 
intent to make things fun and slowly shift into a passenger, 
witnessing this journey unfold. Becoming more creepy as 
the performance goes on.  
      Her attitude is unnerved but still awkwardly laughing. 
Then when she reads the poem, the realisation that 
something is about to happen before the balloon pops and 
makes her jump. Finally, the appearance of a clown right 
next to her head in the photo. The atmosphere in the 
performance shifts dramatically and very quickly and that  
is exactly what I wanted to achieve. Much like a horror film 
starts of, ‘everyday life’ and quickly progresses into carnage.  
      Whichever way you decide to present it, have fun and 
remember to have them tag you in it to help with 
promotion! 





Sleep tight

T his project has been something I have wanted to 
put out for years and years. It is also the first self 
published piece in over 15 years in which every 
aspect has been produced by different companies 

who specialise in their field. In fact the props were sourced 
from 5 different companies and 3 independent printers. So I 
really hope you can see how much love has gone into this. 
Please tag me in all your clown related photos because I 
LOVE seeing your performance videos and photos. I hope 
this little quick start revision PDF has also helped in your 
learning and you have found it useful!  
      Finally, I have to say a huge, huge thank you to you for 
your support, trust and belief in the magic I put out. This is 
very much a niche and often, performers do not 
understand the strength of bizarre magic. But you do. And 
I thank you for it from the bottom of my empty pit of a 
chest! Mwhahahaha! Until next time, stay spooky. 




